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Abstract

The Israeli-Palestinian conflict is a protracted and multifaceted dispute rooted in
historical, territorial, and identity issues, marked by cycles of violence, failed peace
initiatives, and humanitarian crises. This study examines key aspects of the conflict,
focusing on forced migration, military confrontations, and their humanitarian impacts.
Through comparative and contextual analyses, the research highlights parallels with
other conflicts, such as the Syrian refugee crisis and the Colombian conflict, and
explores case studies including the Gaza Wars, the Great March of Return, and the
construction of the separation barrier in Bethlehem. The findings underscore the conflict's
complexity and the urgent need for a comprehensive, inclusive approach that addresses
the root causes and respects international law and human rights. The study calls for
meaningful engagement by all parties involved and the international community to
achieve a just and sustainable resolution.

Introduction

The Isracli-Palestinian conflict, marked by entrenched tensions and cyclical violence, has consistently involved
forced migration as both a consequence and a strategic tool. Scholars argue that forced migration in conflict
settings can be understood through theories of demographic engineering and migration as a political tool, which
propose that displacements serve not only as unintended outcomes but also as intentional strategies to reshape
population distributions, consolidate territorial control, and reinforce political dominance (Simeon, 2023;
Alasttal et al., 2023). Drawing on these frameworks, this paper, titled "Israel-Gaza Conflict: Forced Migrations
as a Tool for Political Gains," explores how forced migration—whether through displacement, expulsion, or
other forms of coerced movement—has been strategically leveraged by political actors on both sides to advance
their agendas within the complex geopolitical landscape of this protracted conflict

In the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, forced migration has been strategically utilized to achieve broader political
objectives. On the Israeli side, the displacement of Palestinian communities, particularly through settlement
expansions and home demolitions, has functioned as a calculated effort to reshape the demographic landscape in
favor of a Jewish majority within contested regions (Simeon, 2023; Alasttal et al., 2023; Busbridge, 2017). The
1948 Nakba, marked by the mass expulsion of Palestinians from their homes, laid the foundation for a
prolonged refugee crisis that continues to impact the social and political structures of the region (Manna, 2013).
This strategy, rooted in forced migration, is not merely a historical episode but represents an ongoing effort
toward demographic manipulation with significant current implications (Almassri, 2023; Abu-EI-Noor et al.,
2022).

Conversely, Palestinian political factions have leveraged the condition of refugees as a potent tool in political
discourse. By spotlighting the suffering of displaced populations in international forums, Palestinian leaders aim
to build global sympathy and support for their cause, particularly emphasizing the refugees' right of return as a
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central tenet in negotiations (Alasttal et al., 2023; Simeon, 2023). This use of forced migration underscores the
intricate dynamics at play, where humanitarian crises become intertwined with broader geopolitical strategies
and enduring historical grievances.

The novelty of this study lies in its fresh perspective on the evolving role of forced migration within modern
political dynamics and international responses to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Unlike traditional anti-
colonialist or expansionist critiques, this research examines how recent strategies of forced migration not only
alter demographic realities but also influence diplomatic stances, affect policy-making, and contribute to shifting
power dynamics on a global scale (Simeon, 2023; Dayton & Kriesberg, 2017). By focusing on these under-
researched aspects, this study illuminates forced migration as a continuous and adaptive tool for political
leverage in the conflict.

The significance of this study is its ability to offer a nuanced understanding of how forced migration functions
as a multifaceted tool within the conflict, affecting both immediate humanitarian concerns and long-term
strategic aims. Addressing the root causes of displacement and promoting accountability for human rights
violations are vital for achieving lasting peace and stability in the region (Sharoni & Abu-Nimer, 2004; Simeon,
2023).

Thus, the objectives of this research are to analyze the evolving role of forced migration in the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict, to understand its contemporary application in achieving political objectives, and to explore
the broader implications for conflict dynamics and international relations. Through this analysis, the study aims
to enrich the discourse on forced migration as a political strategy, contributing insights that can inform both
academic inquiry and policy decisions in one of the world's most enduring and complex conflicts (Almassri,
2023; Farsakh, 2020).

Literature Review

The Isracli-Palestinian conflict is rooted in the intertwined histories of competing nationalistic ambitions,
colonial legacies, and the strategic importance of the Middle East in global geopolitics (Khalidi, 2022; Morris,
2023). Emerging in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, the Zionist movement advocated for a Jewish
homeland in Palestine, then a region of the Ottoman Empire. This movement drew strength from ideological,
religious, and sociopolitical motivations, including responses to widespread antisemitism in Europe, and
resulted in successive waves of Jewish immigration, or Aliyah, to Palestine (Bashir & Goldberg, 2021). As
Jewish communities grew in number and political organization, a parallel movement of Arab nationalism
developed among Palestine’s Muslim and Christian populations, driven by an increasing awareness of the
implications of Zionist aspirations on their homeland and collective identity (Alasttal et al., 2023).

With the establishment of the British Mandate over Palestine in 1920, following the defeat of the Ottoman
Empire in World War 1, the Zionist and Arab national movements gained further momentum, albeit with
conflicting visions for Palestine’s future. British governance, formalized under the terms of the Balfour
Declaration, created a legal and political framework that endorsed a “national home for the Jewish people” in
Palestine without specifying the boundaries of such an endeavor or adequately addressing the rights of the Arab
population (Busbridge, 2017). This vague and dual commitment fostered tensions between Jewish and Arab
communities, manifesting in periodic violence, boycotts, and civil disobedience, as both groups vied for
political control and representation (Simeon, 2023; Abu-El-Noor et al., 2022). British attempts to resolve the
conflict through partition proposals, such as the Peel Commission (1937) and the Woodhead Commission
(1938), failed to gain traction, as these efforts were perceived by Palestinians as undermining their claims to
sovereignty and self-determination while fostering an unequal power dynamic in favor of the Zionist cause
(Khalidi, 2022; Almassri, 2023).
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The 1948 Arab-Israeli War, marked by the declaration of the State of Israel, escalated the conflict, resulting in
the mass displacement of Palestinians—an event Palestinians refer to as the Nakba, or “catastrophe” (Almassri,
2023). The Nakba led to the forced migration of approximately 700,000 Palestinians, creating one of the most
enduring refugee crises in modern history. Palestinian refugees, largely absorbed by neighboring Arab states or
residing in precarious conditions as internally displaced persons, faced restricted access to citizenship, legal
rights, and socio-economic opportunities (UNRWA, 2023; Farsakh, 2020). This displacement remains a pivotal
event in Palestinian collective memory, encapsulating the enduring loss, dispossession, and fragmentation of
Palestinian society. Academic perspectives on the Nakba underscore its strategic use as a demographic tool to
ensure Jewish political and territorial dominance within the newly established Israeli state (Simeon, 2023;
Alasttal et al., 2023).

In the aftermath of the Nakba, the demographic reshaping of Palestine continued through Israeli settlement
expansion, enforced policies of dispossession, and legal restrictions aimed at solidifying control over the
territories acquired during the war. Scholars have highlighted how the concept of “demographic engineering”
became embedded in state policies, wherein the depopulated Palestinian villages were either destroyed or
repopulated with Jewish settlers (Morris, 2023). These policies underscore the entrenchment of Zionist
territorial objectives, where forced migration served not merely as a consequence of conflict but as an
instrument in restructuring the sociopolitical landscape of Palestine (Dayton & Kriesberg, 2017). The resulting
refugee population, now comprising millions of individuals and their descendants, embodies an ongoing
testament to the enduring issues of statelessness, exclusion, and a contested right of return (Awad, 2023; Abu-
El-Noor et al., 2022).

The Six-Day War in 1967 further entrenched the complex dynamics of forced migration within the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict. Following this war, Israel occupied the West Bank, including East Jerusalem, the Gaza
Strip, the Sinai Peninsula, and the Golan Heights. This occupation led to new waves of displacement, the
expropriation of Palestinian lands, and intensified settlement expansion policies that drastically altered the
region’s demographics. According to recent studies, this occupation, marked by systematic restrictions on
Palestinian mobility, resource allocation, and land use, created additional layers of socioeconomic disadvantage
and psychological distress within the Palestinian community (Alasttal et al., 2023; Simeon, 2023). The
expansion of Israeli-only settlements, coupled with the construction of the Separation Wall and an intricate
system of checkpoints, has fragmented Palestinian territories, complicating the daily lives of residents and
impacting long-term prospects for peace (Abu-El-Noor et al., 2022; Almassri, 2023).

The international community’s response, particularly through United Nations interventions, has shaped the
broader political narrative surrounding forced migration within the conflict. The UN Resolution 242, passed
after the Six-Day War, emphasized the principle of “land for peace,” calling for Israel’s withdrawal from
occupied territories and the recognition of all states’ rights to security. Yet, despite ongoing diplomatic efforts,
this resolution remains only partially implemented, as Israeli occupation policies persist in the West Bank and
Gaza, where Palestinians face significant humanitarian challenges (Awad, 2023; Khalidi, 2022).

This literature review underscores that forced migration, far from being a simple byproduct of the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict, has functioned as a deliberate tool with deep political, economic, and demographic
implications. The continued displacement, restrictions on Palestinian self-determination, and the denial of the
right of return reveal the interdependent nature of forced migration and territorial control as drivers of the
conflict (Busbridge, 2017; Bashir & Goldberg, 2021). By contextualizing forced migration within these
frameworks, this review sheds light on the strategic dimensions of demographic manipulation, providing a
nuanced understanding of how such policies sustain cycles of violence, resistance, and displacement within one
of the world’s most protracted and complex conflicts (Simeon, 2023; Farsakh, 2020).
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Political and Legal Frameworks

Israel's political and legal frameworks have entrenched mechanisms that sustain forced migration and the
occupation of Palestinian territories. The expansion of Israeli settlements in the West Bank and East Jerusalem is
a key aspect of this strategy, supported by a complex system of laws and administrative practices. Israeli
authorities often classify Palestinian land as "state land" or "military zones," allowing for settlement
construction and the subsequent displacement of Palestinian communities (Bruce W. Dayton & Louis Kriesberg,
2017). Discriminatory planning and zoning regulations further obstruct Palestinians from obtaining permits to
build homes or develop their land legally (Abdelrahman Alasttal et al., 2023). This has led to frequent home
demolitions and the forced displacement of numerous families (Mysoon Khalil Abu-El-Noor et al., 2022).

The military occupation of Palestinian territories exacerbates forced migration. Israeli military measures,
including checkpoints, roadblocks, and the separation barrier, severely restrict Palestinian movement within
their own land (James C. Simeon, 2023). These restrictions disrupt daily life and hinder access to essential
services such as healthcare, education, and employment. Military orders often result in land confiscation for
"security purposes," worsening displacement and contributing to the loss of livelihoods (Simona Sharoni &
Mohammed Abu-Nimer, 2004).

Annexation policies, notably the annexation of East Jerusalem and the Golan Heights, have had significant
impacts on Palestinian displacement. These actions, in violation of international law, undermine the viability of
a Palestinian state. In East Jerusalem, annexation has led to the revocation of residency rights for many
Palestinians, resulting in forced displacement and loss of homes and livelihoods (Leila Farsakh, 2020).

Despite widespread international condemnation, Israel benefits from significant political support and alliances,
which often shield it from accountability (Awad, 2003). This impunity allows Israel to continue its policies of
forced migration and occupation with minimal consequences, perpetuating a cycle of injustice and suffering for
Palestinians. Addressing these systemic issues requires a comprehensive approach that tackles the root causes of
forced migration and occupation, holds Israel accountable for its violations of international law, dismantles
discriminatory legal structures, and promotes a just and sustainable resolution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict
based on equality, human rights, and self-determination (Simona Sharoni & Mohammed Abu-Nimer, 2004).
International law and United Nations resolutions are vital in protecting the rights of Palestinian refugees and
upholding their right to self-determination. Several UN resolutions affirm these rights and call for a just
resolution to their plight. UN General Assembly Resolution 194, adopted in 1948, recognizes the right of
Palestinian refugees to return to their homes and receive compensation for their losses (Juliana J. J. Almassri,
2023). Resolution 237 emphasizes the protection of civilians, including Palestinian refugees. UN Security
Council Resolution 242, adopted after the 1967 Six-Day War, condemns the acquisition of territory by force and
calls for the withdrawal of Israeli forces from occupied territories, including East Jerusalem. It also stresses the
importance of recognizing the sovereignty, territorial integrity, and political independence of all states in the
region (Awad, 2003).

These resolutions highlight the need to uphold international law and respect the rights of Palestinian refugees,
including their right of return, and the broader right of the Palestinian people to self-determination. However,
despite the clear legal framework provided by international law and UN resolutions, the rights of Palestinian
refugees and the principle of self-determination continue to be denied, reflecting the ongoing complexities of the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict. The lack of effective enforcement mechanisms and political will to implement these
resolutions further complicates efforts to resolve the conflict and address the grievances of the Palestinian
people (Bruce W. Dayton & Louis Kriesberg, 2017).

Palestinians living under Israeli occupation in the West Bank, East Jerusalem, and the Gaza Strip face severe
restrictions on movement, access to resources, and basic human rights. The Israeli government employs various
measures to control and limit Palestinian movement, significantly impeding their ability to travel within their
own territory and access essential services (James C. Simeon, 2023). Checkpoints, roadblocks, and the
separation barrier fragment Palestinian communities, creating barriers to work, education, healthcare, and family
visits. These obstacles result in long delays, arbitrary searches, and harassment, exacerbating daily struggles and
hindering economic and social development. In Gaza, the situation is worsened by the Israeli-imposed blockade,
which restricts the movement of people and goods, limiting access to medical care, education, and other
essential services (Simona Sharoni & Mohammed Abu-Nimer, 2004).
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In addition to movement restrictions, Palestinians face challenges in accessing vital resources like land, water,
and electricity. Israeli policies of land confiscation, settlement expansion, and the construction of the separation
barrier have led to the fragmentation and loss of Palestinian land and resources, depriving them of traditional
livelihoods (Bruce W. Dayton & Louis Kriesberg, 2017). Discriminatory planning and zoning laws make it
nearly impossible for Palestinians to obtain building permits, leading to the demolition of homes and other
structures deemed "illegal" by Israeli authorities (Abdelrahman Alasttal et al., 2023). Palestinians also face
arbitrary arrests, detention, and administrative detention without trial, often related to security offenses or
participation in protests against the occupation. These human rights violations undermine the dignity and well-
being of Palestinians, fostering a pervasive atmosphere of fear, insecurity, and impunity (Mysoon Khalil Abu-
El-Noor et al., 2022).

The systematic restrictions on movement, access to resources, and basic human rights imposed by Israeli
authorities constitute grave violations of international law and humanitarian principles (Leila Farsakh, 2020).
Addressing these injustices requires efforts to uphold Palestinians' rights to freedom of movement, self-
determination, and dignity, and to hold Israel accountable for its violations of international law. A just and
sustainable resolution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict can only be achieved through meaningful dialogue,
negotiation, and respect for human rights, ensuring a future of peace, security, and prosperity for all people in
the region (Bruce W. Dayton & Louis Kriesberg, 2017).

Contemporary Developments

The Gaza Wars and the Great March of Return are significant events in the ongoing Israeli-Palestinian conflict,
particularly concerning the Gaza Strip. The Gaza Wars, occurring in 2008-2009, 2012, and 2014, involved
intense military confrontations between Israeli forces and Palestinian militants, primarily Hamas, which governs
the Gaza Strip. These conflicts caused widespread destruction, significant civilian casualties, and mass
displacement. Israeli military operations, including airstrikes, artillery bombardments, and ground incursions,
inflicted severe damage on the civilian population and exacerbated an already dire humanitarian crisis in one of
the world's most densely populated areas (Bram Wispelwey & Yasser Abu Jamei, 2020).

The Great March of Return began in March 2018, featuring a series of protests by Palestinians in Gaza aiming
to assert the right of return for Palestinian refugees and to end the Israeli-Egyptian blockade imposed on Gaza
since 2007. Thousands of Palestinians gathered near the perimeter fence separating Gaza from Israel. Although
the protests were largely peaceful, they were met with lethal force by Israeli security forces, resulting in
numerous fatalities and thousands of severe injuries (Mysoon Khalil Abu-El-Noor et al., 2022).

Both the Gaza Wars and the Great March of Return have had profound humanitarian consequences, intensifying
the suffering of Gaza’s civilian population. These events highlight the urgent need for a just and sustainable
resolution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict that addresses the root causes, upholds international law and human
rights principles, and ensures dignity, security, and well-being for all people in the region. Lasting peace efforts
must prioritize civilian protection, respect for human rights, and the fulfillment of both Israelis' and Palestinians'
legitimate aspirations for security, justice, and self-determination (Neve Gordon, 2008).

Technology and social media have significantly impacted forced migration and political activism by
transforming how individuals and communities navigate displacement, advocate for their rights, and mobilize
for change. Technology has become a vital tool for communication and information sharing among refugees and
displaced persons, enabling access to crucial resources, connection with family, and navigation of unfamiliar
environments. Mobile apps, social networking platforms, and online mapping tools offer vital information on
safe routes, humanitarian aid, and legal rights, helping refugees make informed decisions (Rachel Busbridge,
2017).

Moreover, technology has played a crucial role in raising awareness about the plight of refugees, amplifying
their voices globally. Social media platforms such as Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram provide spaces for
refugees and activists to share experiences, mobilize support, and advocate for policy changes. Hashtags, viral
campaigns, and multimedia content have helped humanize the refugee experience, challenge stereotypes, and
foster empathy and solidarity (Erin Corcoran & Nadia Yaqoob, 2023). Additionally, technology has facilitated
coordination in humanitarian response efforts, enabling more effective and efficient delivery of aid.
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However, technology and social media also present challenges and risks, including issues of digital security,
privacy, misinformation, and the potential for online harassment, exploitation, and surveillance. While these
tools offer unprecedented opportunities for connecting, organizing, and advocating, they must be used
responsibly and ethically to address the complex challenges of forced migration and political activism (James C.
Simeon, 2023).

Current political and diplomatic efforts to address the Israeli-Palestinian conflict include a mix of international
initiatives, regional diplomacy, and bilateral negotiations. The United States has renewed its engagement in
facilitating dialogue between Israeli and Palestinian leaders, with the Biden administration expressing
commitment to a two-state solution. The U.S. has sought to rebuild ties with the Palestinian Authority,
reinstating humanitarian aid and reopening diplomatic channels. Efforts include advocating for confidence-
building measures such as easing movement restrictions and promoting economic development to create a
conducive environment for negotiations (Awad, 2003).

Regional diplomacy has been supported by normalization agreements between Israel and several Arab states,
including the United Arab Emirates, Bahrain, Sudan, and Morocco, under the Abraham Accords framework.
These agreements are seen as significant breakthroughs in regional diplomacy, potentially fostering new
opportunities for cooperation and dialogue. However, critics argue that these agreements have sidelined the
Palestinian issue and undermined prospects for a comprehensive peace settlement (Leila Farsakh, 2020).

On the international stage, there are renewed calls for multilateral engagement and collective action to address
the root causes of the conflict and advance a just solution. The United Nations and other international
organizations continue to advocate for implementing relevant UN resolutions, such as Resolution 242 and
Resolution 194, which affirm Palestinian rights to self-determination and the right of return for refugees (Juliana
J. J. Almassri, 2023). Efforts are also underway to revive the Middle East Quartet—comprising the UN, the
U.S.,, the EU, and Russia—as a mechanism for facilitating negotiations and promoting peace.

Despite these initiatives, the conflict remains deeply entrenched, with numerous obstacles and challenges.
Ongoing Israeli settlement expansion, the fragmentation of Palestinian territory, and lack of trust between
parties hinder progress. Internal divisions within both Israeli and Palestinian leadership, as well as the influence
of extremist groups and external actors, further complicate efforts to achieve a comprehensive peace agreement
(Rachel Busbridge, 2017). Nonetheless, there is international consensus that a two-state solution based on pre-
1967 borders, with Jerusalem as the capital of both states, remains the most viable path to peace, security, and
stability for both Israelis and Palestinians (Neve Gordon, 2008).

Theoretical and Conceptual Frameworks

Theoretical frameworks such as settler colonialism, apartheid, and ethnic cleansing provide critical insights into
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and its impact on Palestinian rights and experiences. Settler colonialism theory
helps explain the structural dynamics of power, dispossession, and domination inherent in the Israeli occupation
of Palestinian territories. It reveals how Israeli settlers control Palestinian land, resources, and populations
through policies like land confiscation, settlement expansion, and military occupation. This framework
highlights the systematic effort to alter the demographic and territorial landscape to benefit Israeli interests,
disrupting Palestinian communities and their socio-political structures (Patrick Wolfe, 1999).

Apartheid theory sheds light on the nature of Israeli policies in the occupied territories. It emphasizes the
institutionalized system of racial segregation and discrimination that creates separate legal, social, and economic
systems for Israelis and Palestinians. The construction of settlements, checkpoints, and the separation barrier,
along with discriminatory laws and practices, reflects the apartheid framework similar to the racial segregation
policies of historical South Africa. This perspective underscores the unequal treatment and restricted rights
experienced by Palestinians, illustrating the systemic nature of the segregation and domination they face
(B'Tselem, 2019).

Ethnic cleansing theory provides insight into the deliberate measures used to remove Palestinian communities
from their ancestral lands. Methods such as home demolitions, residency revocations, and forced evictions are
employed to erase Palestinian presence and identity. This framework highlights the intentional efforts to
displace Palestinians, denying them their right to self-determination and return (Ilana Feldman, 2018). By
applying these theories, scholars and activists can better understand the root causes and consequences of the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict, advocating for accountability and justice for Palestinians.
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Forced migration involves the movement of people compelled to leave their homes due to threats to their safety,
security, or well-being, including armed conflict, human rights abuses, environmental disasters, and socio-
economic inequalities. Displacement specifically refers to individuals who are forced to flee their homes but
remain within their own country, often relocating to other regions or cities. Displacement can be temporary or
protracted, with displaced populations often facing difficulties accessing basic services, livelihoods, and
protection (UNHCR, 2021).

Refugees are individuals who have crossed international borders and are unable or unwilling to return to their
country of origin due to a well-founded fear of persecution, conflict, or violence. International law grants
refugees specific rights and protections, including the right to seek asylum, protection from forcible return,
access to humanitarian aid, and potential resettlement in a third country (James C. Simeon, 2018). This category
includes asylum seekers, internally displaced persons (IDPs), stateless individuals, and returnees, each facing
unique challenges and requiring tailored assistance.

Understanding forced migration, displacement, and refugee experiences involves recognizing the complex
interplay of political, social, economic, and environmental factors driving displacement. It also requires
acknowledging the agency, resilience, and dignity of displaced populations. Addressing these issues necessitates
a comprehensive approach that includes protecting the rights of affected individuals and developing durable
solutions. This involves not only immediate humanitarian assistance but also addressing root causes, investing
in conflict prevention, and fostering partnerships among governments, international organizations, and affected
communities to ensure effective and rights-based responses (Kathleen Newland, 2020).

Displacement arises from various factors, including armed conflict, persecution, human rights violations,
environmental disasters, and development projects. It is often a protracted process involving multiple
movements and stages of adaptation rather than a single, isolated event (The Sphere Handbook, 2018).

The impact of displacement varies among different population groups. Women and girls may face increased
risks of gender-based violence, sexual exploitation, and discrimination. Children might experience disruptions in
education and health, while marginalized groups such as indigenous peoples and ethnic minorities may
encounter intersecting forms of discrimination, exacerbating their vulnerabilities and hindering access to
protection and assistance (UNICEF, 2020).

Displacement is not just a humanitarian issue but is also deeply political and structural, influenced by broader
power dynamics, inequalities, and conflicts of interest. State policies, legal frameworks, and institutional
practices play crucial roles in either facilitating or obstructing the protection and rights of displaced populations.
Additionally, international responses to displacement are shaped by geopolitical considerations, donor priorities,
and security concerns (Michael M. Cerna, 2018).

Addressing displacement effectively requires a holistic approach that tackles root causes, protects the dignity
and rights of affected populations, and promotes inclusive and sustainable solutions. This includes providing
immediate humanitarian assistance, addressing underlying structural inequalities, investing in conflict
prevention, and fostering collaboration between governments, civil society, and affected communities to ensure
a comprehensive and rights-based response (Jorge A. Bustamante, 2019).

Comparative and Contextual Analyses

The comparative and contextual discourse analysis of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict within the framework of
discourse analysis illuminates the complexity of forced displacement, settler colonialism, and the socio-political
dynamics of protracted conflicts. Drawing on discourse analysis aspects such as socio-political context,
institutional influence, and power asymmetries, the analysis contrasts the Palestinian experience with the Syrian
refugee crisis, the Colombian internal conflict, apartheid in South Africa, Indigenous displacement in Australia,
and ethnic cleansing in Bosnia.

For instance, the forced displacement in the Israeli-Palestinian context is paralleled by protracted refugee

experiences seen in Syrian and Colombian cases, but with differing responses in terms of legal frameworks and
international aid (Lustick, 2019; Katzenstein, 2016). Palestinian refugees, largely concentrated within Gaza and
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the West Bank, face entrenched institutional restrictions due to Israel’s security policies, an issue comparable to
South African apartheid's social and economic segregation mechanisms (Pappe, 2017). This use of power
through legal and spatial control reflects larger discourse structures where territorial and ethnic divides are
enforced by state mechanisms to maintain dominance over marginalized populations.

The discourse of resistance, frequently mobilized by Palestinian activists, parallels narratives within Indigenous
Australian communities, where historical land dispossession led to ongoing socio-economic marginalization
(Veracini, 2020). Yet, unlike Australia’s recent moves towards reconciliation, the Israeli-Palestinian conflict
remains stalemated, entrenching a discourse of occupation that strengthens as Israeli settlements expand, further
solidifying the displacement of Palestinian communities (Beinin, 2019).

Regionally and globally, the discourse surrounding the Israeli-Palestinian conflict is marked by varied
interpretations that influence policy decisions by entities like the United Nations, the United States, and the
European Union. The U.S.'s consistent support of Israel, framed within a discourse of shared democratic values
and strategic alignment, contrasts with the international human rights discourse that critiques Israel’s actions as
oppressive and unlawful under international law (Makovsky, 2015; Shlaim, 2018).

Symbolically, the religious and historical significance of Palestinian lands for multiple communities contributes
to the conflict’s endurance, complicating the search for solutions that could satisfy diverse narratives of national
identity and religious ties (Chomsky, 2014). This symbolic aspect is further amplified by discourse around
historical grievances, where each group’s claims are both validated and challenged within global media,
highlighting the persistent division in public opinion.

The comparative analysis thus underscores the discursive power struggles, where language, representation, and
historical narrative shape both local and international perceptions. The Israeli-Palestinian conflict, shaped by
entrenched narratives of sovereignty, power, and resistance, reflects the broader global struggles for justice and
recognition. Achieving resolution would require reframing dominant discourses to emphasize dialogue, mutual
recognition, and adherence to international legal frameworks, as suggested by recent scholarship and global
human rights standards (Khalidi, 2023; Gordon, 2022).

Case Studies: In-Depth Analyses with Data Insights
Gaza Wars Analysis

The Gaza Wars, encompassing Operations Cast Lead (2008-2009), Pillar of Defense (2012), and Protective
Edge (2014), highlight the recurring military confrontations between Israel and Hamas within Gaza, a territory
under blockade since 2007. The conflicts reveal stark asymmetries, with Israel’s advanced military technology
and control over Gaza’s borders contrasting sharply with Hamas’s limited capabilities, reliant on rudimentary
rockets and guerrilla tactics. According to United Nations data, Operation Cast Lead alone resulted in over
1,400 Palestinian deaths, of which approximately 70% were civilians, alongside the loss of 13 Israeli lives
(UNOCHA, 2009). The 2014 conflict further underscored the humanitarian toll, with over 2,200 Palestinian
fatalities, 10,000 injuries, and displacement affecting nearly 500,000 residents in a population of about 2 million
(UNOCHA, 2015; Khalidi, 2022).

The physical and psychological toll has been severe, with infrastructure extensively damaged, exacerbating
already critical levels of poverty and unemployment, reported at 56% and 66% respectively in 2022 (World
Bank, 2022). These wars underscore the challenges posed by densely populated areas, where civilian protection
becomes difficult, and displacement is often a persistent risk. International responses have been similarly
pronounced, with UN and human rights organizations condemning alleged human rights violations, including
claims of disproportionate force and indiscriminate attacks on civilian areas. These findings highlight the
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pressing need for solutions prioritizing civilian protection, in adherence to humanitarian law (Simeon, 2023;
Dayton & Kriesberg, 2017).
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Figure 1. Fatalities in Gaza Wars

The figure represents cumulative reported deaths per 1,000 individuals over time, distinguishing between UN
staff deaths reported by UNRWA (United Nations Relief and Works Agency) and overall reported deaths as
recorded by the Ministry of Health (MoH). The x-axis covers dates from October 7, 2023, through November
10, 2023, while the y-axis shows cumulative reported deaths per 1,000.

The blue line corresponds to UN staff deaths (UNRWA), and the red line reflects total deaths (MoH). Initially,
both lines indicate a gradual increase in cumulative deaths beginning October 7, 2023, with general population
deaths (MoH data) rising slightly faster. Around mid-October, however, there is a noticeable divergence, as UN
staff deaths begin to increase at a sharper rate than total deaths, suggesting heightened exposure or risk factors
affecting UN staff. By the last week of October, UN staff deaths show a marked acceleration, rising more
steeply than the general population’s death rate, resulting in a significant gap by early November.

As of November 10, 2023, the cumulative death rate among UN staff exceeds 7.5 per 1,000, while total reported
deaths per 1,000 for the general population are around 5. This discrepancy highlights the unique and elevated
risks UN staff face, potentially due to their proximity to high-risk areas and the nature of their work within
conflict zones.

The trends observed in this figure underscore the severe risks humanitarian workers encounter in conflict
settings, raising critical concerns about the protection of aid personnel and the need for stronger safety
measures. The data reveals not only the tragic impact on UN staff but also serves as an indication of the broader
violence affecting civilians in the region, emphasizing the urgent need for interventions that prioritize civilian
and humanitarian staff safety.

Great March of Return Analysis

The Great March of Return, initiated in 2018, was a significant movement by Palestinians in Gaza demanding
the right to return to ancestral lands and protesting against the Israeli blockade, which has contributed to severe
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humanitarian issues in the region. This series of mass protests saw broad participation, including families, youth,
and activists, and was aimed at drawing international attention to the worsening conditions in Gaza. Despite the
largely non-violent nature of these demonstrations, recent reports indicate that over 250 Palestinians were killed
and more than 29,000 were injured, including thousands of children, as Israeli forces used live ammunition,
rubber bullets, and tear gas to disperse the gatherings (UN OCHA, 2023; Human Rights Watch, 2022).

The protests highlighted the depth of frustration among Gaza's population, which has been grappling with
extreme economic hardship and deteriorating living conditions. Poverty rates are estimated at over 70%, with
more than 50% of Gaza's population unemployed, one of the highest rates in the world (World Bank, 2023).
Access to clean water remains a critical issue, with only about 5% of Gaza's water supply deemed safe for
consumption due to infrastructure damage and lack of investment (UNICEF, 2023). These conditions have
created an environment of chronic hardship and instability, leading to widespread health and nutritional crises.

The Great March of Return underscored the resilience and determination of the Palestinian people but also shed
light on the profound socio-economic crisis in Gaza caused by the blockade and restrictions on mobility, trade,
and essential resources. This humanitarian emergency demands immediate attention from the international
community to address the root causes of Gaza’s deprivation and promote policies that alleviate the suffering of
its civilian population. The ongoing impact of these restrictions has led to calls from international bodies and
human rights organizations for diplomatic and humanitarian interventions focused on protecting human rights
and improving Gaza's access to resources (Amnesty International, 2023; B’ Tselem, 2023).

Bethlehem and the Separation Barrier Analysis

The Israeli separation barrier, initiated in 2002, is intended as a security measure; however, its route deep into
West Bank territories has had far-reaching socio-economic and territorial consequences for Palestinian
communities like Bethlehem. The barrier has disrupted access to Jerusalem, employment opportunities, and
social services, with 30% of Bethlehem’s land isolated or appropriated, adversely impacting agriculture and
trade (UNOCHA, 2020). This has resulted in an economic downturn, with Bethlehem's unemployment rate
surpassing 27% in 2022, intensifying dependency on international aid (Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics,
2022).

The barrier also imposes physical separation between communities and families, causing psychological distress.
Research shows that over 60% of Bethlehem’s residents report increased feelings of isolation and stress due to
the barrier’s impact on mobility and access to cultural and social resources (Bashir & Goldberg, 2021; Farsakh,
2020). Legally, the barrier has faced condemnation, with the International Court of Justice ruling it as a
violation of international law and calling for its dismantling. The separation wall thus not only restricts
Palestinian land access but also raises significant legal and humanitarian concerns within the international
community, reinforcing the calls for compliance with human rights standards (Khalidi, 2022).

These case studies illustrate the compounded socio-economic, psychological, and legal effects of the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict, emphasizing the need for empirical data to inform sustainable resolutions rooted in
humanitarian law and protection for civilians on both sides

Conclusion

The Israeli-Palestinian conflict, particularly from a political perspective, is a deeply entrenched and multifaceted
dispute over territory, sovereignty, and identity. The conflict dates back over a century and is rooted in
competing claims to historic Palestine by Israelis and Palestinians. Key political aspects of the conflict include
the establishment of the state of Israel in 1948 and the subsequent displacement of hundreds of thousands of
Palestinians during the Nakba, or "catastrophe," resulting in one of the largest forced migrations in modern
history.
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The conflict has been marked by cycles of violence, negotiations, and failed peace initiatives, as well as the
ongoing Israeli occupation of Palestinian territories, including the West Bank, East Jerusalem, and the Gaza
Strip. The occupation has been characterized by settlement expansion, land confiscation, and restrictions on
Palestinian movement, access to resources, and political rights, leading to widespread human rights abuses,
socio-economic inequalities, and humanitarian crises.

Forced migration has been a central feature of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, with millions of Palestinians
displaced from their homes and lands as a result of conflict, occupation, and dispossession. The Nakba of 1948
led to the displacement of hundreds of thousands of Palestinians, many of whom became refugees in
neighboring Arab countries or in the occupied territories. Subsequent conflicts, including the Six-Day War of
1967 and the Gaza Wars, have resulted in further displacement and humanitarian crises, particularly in the Gaza
Strip, where residents have faced repeated military assaults and a prolonged blockade.

The Israeli-Palestinian conflict and forced migrations have significant political, humanitarian, and human rights
implications, with far-reaching consequences for the rights and well-being of Palestinians and Israelis alike.
Addressing the root causes of the conflict, including the occupation, settlements, and the status of Jerusalem, as
well as the rights of Palestinian refugees, is essential for achieving a just and sustainable resolution to the
conflict. This requires meaningful engagement by all parties involved, as well as the international community, in
promoting dialogue, reconciliation, and respect for international law and human rights principles.

Implications for future research and political action

Future research on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and forced migration holds significant implications for
understanding and addressing the complexities of this longstanding and multifaceted issue. Scholars could delve
deeper into the humanitarian impacts of the conflict, exploring the long-term consequences of displacement, the
mental health effects on affected populations, and strategies for providing sustainable humanitarian assistance.
Additionally, research could focus on the legal and human rights frameworks surrounding the conflict,
investigating the rights of Palestinian refugees under international law and mechanisms for accountability for
human rights violations. Moreover, examining the political dynamics and peacebuilding efforts within the
conflict context is crucial, including the role of external actors, grassroots movements, and prospects for
sustainable peace negotiations. Gender and intersectionality should also be central in future research, exploring
the unique experiences of women, children, and marginalized groups in forced migration contexts. On the
political action front, advocating for the rights of Palestinian refugees, supporting diplomacy for conflict
resolution, and fostering dialogue and reconciliation between Israelis and Palestinians are vital pathways. These
efforts should be grounded in a commitment to upholding international law, human rights principles, and the
dignity of all affected populations, ultimately striving for a just and lasting peace in the region.

Need for a comprehensive and inclusive approach to addressing the conflict

The Israeli-Palestinian conflict demands a comprehensive and inclusive approach that addresses the root causes
and complexities of the conflict while ensuring the rights and dignity of all affected populations. Such an
approach is essential for achieving a just and sustainable resolution that promotes peace, security, and stability
in the region.

First and foremost, a comprehensive approach must recognize the historical, political, and socio-economic
dimensions of the conflict. This includes acknowledging the legitimate grievances and aspirations of both
Israelis and Palestinians, as well as the impact of colonialism, occupation, and displacement on Palestinian
communities. By addressing the underlying causes of the conflict, such as the occupation of Palestinian
territories, the expansion of settlements, and the denial of Palestinian rights, a comprehensive approach can lay
the foundation for genuine reconciliation and peace

Moreover, an inclusive approach is crucial for ensuring that all stakeholders have a voice in the peace process
and that the needs and concerns of marginalized communities are addressed. This includes engaging with civil
society organizations, grassroots movements, women's groups, youth, and other marginalized groups in the
decision-making process. By promoting inclusivity and participation, a comprehensive approach can build trust,
foster social cohesion, and strengthen the legitimacy of peace efforts.

Furthermore, a comprehensive approach must prioritize respect for international law, human rights, and
humanitarian principles. This includes upholding the right to self-determination for Palestinians, ensuring the
protection of civilians, and holding accountable those responsible for human rights abuses and violations of
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international law. By adhering to these principles, a comprehensive approach can promote accountability,

justice, and the rule of law, laying the groundwork for a just and sustainable peace.
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